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sides, and the Muslims showered on the Byzantines
an incessant rain of stones, arrows and the Greek fire
which they had just begun to use in that age.14 The
Greeks withdrew from the towers, and the seamen of
the Alexandrian ships were the first who attacked the
wall. They rushed at the other towers and drove
the Greeks out and opened the gates of the city.
The Muslims then stormed it from all sides, and the
seamen who were to gather the spoils, with drawn
swords and wearing nothing but trousers, entered the
city, and the Byzantines and the Sclavonians fled in all
directions.
The Muslims then divided themselves into groups
which roamed in the city killing, plundering and tak-
ing captives. The Byzantine historian John Cami-
niatis and several members of his family were among
the captives. He fell into the hands of a number of
Abyssinians whom he asked for mercy and whom he
promised to lead to the place where the treasures of
his family were hidden. One of these Abyssinians
knew Greek; the chief of this band led him to the
Admiral who sent with him some men to carry the
treasure. Fortunately for Caminiatis the treasure was
intact* Leo of Tripolis accepted it as ransom for the
life of the historian and his family, and ordered him
and other captives to be taken to Tarsus where they
were to be exchanged against Muslim captives in the
hands of the Byzantines. After several days spent by
the Muslims in pillage and taking captives Leo of
Tripolis left Thessalonica laden with huge spoils and a
large number of captives estimated by John Caminiatis
at twenty-two thousand men, women and youths,
chosen for the wealth of their families in order to be
ransomed, or for their beauty to be sold in the slave
markets at high prices* Many of the captives were
noble Greeks who suffered much in ships; many died
from hunger and cold,
Leo of Tripolis sailed with his ships avoiding the